
 

  

FFBC Personal Study Guide 
Pastoral Appreciation:  
The Congregation’s Responsibilities to the Elders  
1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 

A guide to help you dig deeper into God’s Word this week (the questions 
correspond to the sermon that was preached today). We encourage you to 
write your answers in a separate notebook. Unless noted, all Scripture 
quotations are from the English Standard Version. 

Day 1 | Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 

1. What are the two commands for the congregation in relation 
to their elders in these verses? 

2. What is the third command that applies to elders and 
congregation alike (v. 13)? How does the congregation’s 
obedience to the commands concerning elders affect the 
peace and unity of a local church? 

3. Read 1 Thessalonians 2:1–12. How does Paul’s description of 
his ministry to the Thessalonians relate to the way he words 
the commands in 5:12–13? 

Day 2 | Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 

1. Compare the rendering of “respect” (v. 12) in a few different 
translations and write out a full description of what it means 
to respect your elders. 

2. In your own words, what does it mean to revere your elders 
(“esteem them very highly in love”)? 

3. Since respect and reverence are attitudes rather than 
actions, what are some practical ways you can show these 
toward your elders? 

  

 

  



 

  

Day 3 | Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 & Hebrews 13:17   

1. In what ways do elders “labor among you”? 

2. What does it mean that elders are “over you in the Lord,” and 
what does the Lord require of you according to Hebrews 
13:17? 

3. What does it mean to “admonish”? By what authority do 
elders admonish others, and what should be your response 
when you are admonished, even though it is sometimes 
difficult?  

Day 4 | Read 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 & 1 Timothy 5:17-19 

1. How would you define love biblically? How does genuine love 
foster affection, and how can you grow in your affection for 
your elders? 

2. How can you protect your elders from attacks that come 
through gossip and slander, and why is it critical that you do 
so? In light of 1 Timothy 5:19, what should you do if you are 
aware of unbecoming conduct concerning an elder? 

3. Is it biblical that one or more of the elders should be paid? 
What should be your attitude toward the pastor’s salary, and 
why? 

Day 5 | 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13 

1. Why is it biblical to apply the commands of 1 Thessalonians 
5:12–13 to deacons as well as elders? 

2. What is the relationship between the congregation’s 
fulfillment of its responsibilities to the elders and the unity of 
the church? 

3. How does the unity of the church affect our mission to reach 
the world with the gospel? 


